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“Just Weeds” 

My wife’s favorite flowers are Foxgloves, so of course they are now My 

favorite flower. Perhaps my wife love them because her mother loved them. 
She is gone now, but these colorful flowers bring her to mind every time we 
see them.  

       In England they were plentiful. Not so much in arid San Diego County. 
BUT because my wife loved them, we made monumental efforts to plant 
them and grow them but alas, no success. 

 Imagine our joy upon arriving back to the church in June and seeing 
all the Foxgloves growing everywhere. Sheer Joy!! God is good.  

 And then it happened… “They’re just weeds” I heard it said. Obvious-
ly others agree as we watched in horror as a tractor was mowing them down 
along the side of the road near our new apartment. What would that tractor 
driver say if he knew I paid $25.00 each for 5 plants, 3 years in a row to try 
to get them to take in our yard back in our old home? Never mind the time 
and effort to dig the holes, plant the flowers, water and fertilize… 

 

 

 
Please see Just Weeds  page 2 

BTSJ     AUG. 12-15 

OUTDOOR SERVICE 
AUG. 18 

Thoughts from the Pastor 
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 So what makes a plant a weed or a flower? Is it their appearance?  Is it whether they are plentiful or not?  Is it 

because of whether or not they are valued? In SoCal they are worth $25.00. Here they are mowed down as a nuisance.  
Is the difference solely in the eye of the beholder? 

 I love Foxgloves, because someone I love and who loves me loves them.  Is it the same for people? 

 Someone Who loves me and Who paid a high price for me loves them and so as I love Him, I choose to love 

them also. Don’t get me wrong about human nature. I wasn’t very loving towards the foxgloves when I dug the holes 
in the hard ground or when I would drag the hose out and stand in the sun watering them after working all day. I sure 
don’t enjoy the thoughts of what I spent on them. But when they bloomed, it was all worthwhile. Just a thought. 

God Bless Your Summer,                                                                                                                                                            

      Pastor Bill 

Just Weeds 
Continued from page 1 

Mount Olive Financial Report  

 At the May 16th Governance Board meeting, it was decided to include this financial report (below) in the  
current Newsletter and to prepare a monthly financial report that will be published in all future newsletters.  

        Jan-May Contributions $ 60,937  

                      Expenditures ($ 66,164)  [Budgeted so far this year]  $ 76,529 

                     Over (Under) ($  5,227) 

               

  May Contributions      $   9,958  

        Expenditures          ($ 12,123)  

           Over (Under)          ($  2,165) 
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Don’t Mess With My Money! 

 A funny thing happens when you start talking about money as a Christian. Most people start to get uncomfortable. 
Money is one of those things that most people do not want to talk about. Somehow most folks feel like talking about 
money is unspiritual and worldly.                 
 Some of that ill feeling is warranted because unfortunately far too many preachers do get manipulative when it 
comes to dealing with finances. When that happens, the preacher is getting in the flesh because God never manipulates 
or controls anyone, not even with their finances.               
 At the same time, even when ministers teach about money with a Godly perspective some Christians get irritated 
because they feel like the Church has no business in their business, so to speak. That’s also a fleshly attitude. It’s just on 
the part of the listeners instead of the preachers.              
 But unfortunately, if Mt. Olive Lutheran Church wants to keep its doors open to do the ministry of Jesus, then   
tithing is one of those uncomfortable discussions that needs to happen. 

Jesus and Money 

 People who say money isn’t appropriate for ministers to talk about will have to set aside much of what Jesus said 
during his earthly ministry. In fact, Jesus had more to say about money than he did about heaven and hell combined! 
 In fact, the only subject Jesus talked about more than money is the Kingdom of God! And some of his teaching on 
the Kingdom of God dealt with money too.                
 In the parable of the unjust steward Jesus calls managing money the “least” of our responsibilities.  
 He who is faithful in what is least is faithful also in much; and he who is unjust in what is least is unjust also in 
much. Therefore if you have not been faithful in the unrighteous mammon, who will commit to your trust the true   
riches? — Luke 16:10-11                   
  Jesus didn’t mean that we should ignore money because it’s insignificant. When he says it’s the “least” of our 
responsibilities he means that money is the first thing we need to get sorted. If we can’t even handle our money proper-
ly in godly ways, then we are going to have problems in all other areas of our life.        
 Therefore, money is critically important. Our attitude towards money and how we manage it is the foundation that 
sets the stage for every other aspect of our spiritual lives. And if our understanding of money lays the foundation of our 
spiritual lives, then tithing is the place we need to start. 

Generosity Encouraged 

 6 Remember this: Whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and whoever sows generously will also reap 
generously. 7 Each of you should give what you have decided in your heart to give, not reluctantly or under compulsion, 
for God loves a cheerful giver. 8 And God is able to bless you abundantly, so that in all things at all times, having all 
that you need, you will abound in every good work. 9 As it is written: 

   “They have freely scattered their gifts to the poor; their righteousness endures forever.” 

 Not only does giving of your money or other resources generate good in the lives of others, it also generates      

contentment in your heart.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                

 The Bible teaches that Christian giving ought to be cheerful giving. As Paul says "God loves a cheerful giver." 

This is a truly amazing assertion. Paul assures us here that the Lord takes a special delight in those who are joyful,    

energetic, merry givers. Is there joy in your heart as you give? Can you truly be characterized as a "cheerful giver"?                  

                 

Governance Board Update ………… 

                 TITHING 

Please see  TITHING on page 5 
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Daycare/Preschool & School-Tutoring -  Outreach Ministries 
Director —Margarete Dohring   
Teachers —  Tanya Lewis, Ashley Pettis, Tammy Rex, Lillian Rusher,  
    Selena Parker, Laren Stewart & Sharon Jo Schirman 

 

SUMMER PROGRAM:  Our 
summer program is now in full 
swing.  We are operating with a 
full School-Age classroom and 
our Preschool and PreK are      
almost completely full.  What a 
joy it is to reach out to so many 
families in our community!   
 
DAYCARE SUMMER FIELD 
TRIP ASSISTANCE:   During 
the summer months, we take our 
school-age children on many field 
trips to local parks, swimming 
pools, movies and events.  Many 
of our families have childcare 
coverage through DSHS and find 
it difficult to afford to pay for 
field trips.  Many of our parents 
are single parents, and some fami-
lies have several children to pay  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
for.  Even paying for inexpensive 
field trips adds up quickly.  If you 
would like to assist with the cost 
of field trips, please consider do-
nating to our “Field Trip Assis-
tance” fund.  I’ll make sure the 
families that really need it are 
helped.  Thanks for donating!  If 
you’ve already donated—Thank 
you!!! 
 

FACEBOOK:  We have a Face-
book page!  You'll find us at " 
Mount Olive Lutheran Daycare and 
Preschool."  Please "Like" us! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
PRAYERS NEEDED:  Please con-
tinue to pray for the children en-
rolled in our daycare and preschool 
and for safety as we travel on our 
many summer field trips.  Please 
also pray for us to find two wonder-
ful afternoon lead preschool teach-
ers to work in our program.    
 
Joyfully serving,    

Margarete                                                                                                                     
 
 

TUTORING:  Our tutors have 
wrapped up our fourth year of tutor-
ing.  Tutoring has been a huge suc-
cess for both the tutors and for the 
students they are working with.    
Tutoring will start again in mid-
October.  Most of our tutors are 
planning to tutor again next year.  
Please continue to pray for the chil-
dren, teachers and families we reach 
through our tutoring program.   
 
ANNUAL LICENSING VISIT:   
In May, we had our annual drop-in  
licensing visit.  Our licensor had no 
concerns about our program and we 
passed with flying colors!     
 
EARLY ACHIEVERS:  We con-
tinue to meet monthly with our Early 
Achievers coach.  Our next review 
will be in January 2020.  We are 
starting to make sure everything is in 
place for our rating.  I appreciate 
Tanya’s efforts to help me with the 
preparations. 

  

Our mission is to promote excellence in education and to nurture children  
to use their God-given gifts and live a full Christian life.   
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Tithing 
Continued from page 3 

 The church’s facilities must meet a budget, unfortunately just like your household, the budget must increase with 

the growing inflation and prices.  Below is just a snippet of a 10-year-old change 2018 on the left and 2008 on the 

right. 

 

  An amazing benefit of giving as stewards is that it releases us from the real burden of our own financial 

needs.  As we learn to trust God through giving, we can live confidently on what is left because we know that God is 

taking care of that.  Giving is a freeing experience as it connects us more closely to God relationally.  The ultimate 

outcome is that those who give as stewards experience a sense of intimacy with God that all followers of Christ long 

for.  Giving becomes worship. Giving becomes a way of saying thanks to God for His grace and promised provision. 

Giving becomes a deep part of our personal connection to God. 

Reference: Sermoncentral.com 

 

 

 

   

Company Jan - Dec 2018 Jan - Dec 2008 Company in 2008 

Brotherhood Mutual Insurance 4,721.74 5,564.50 Church Mutual Insurance Co. 

Capital Business Machines 1,998.50 2,795.54  

Cascade Natural Gas 2,626.31 3,666.20  

City of Shelton 6,780.23 5,705.28  

Comcast 1,915.24 2,723.85 Hood Canal and Comcast 

Mason County Garbage & Recycling 1,849.02 278.52  

Mason County Treasurer 5,395.08 1,651.63  

PUD #3 4,772.80 3,983.20  

Secure Pacific Corp 1,379.35 648.20 Mountain Alarm 

Sunset Air 879.21 590.25  

 32,317.48 27,607.17  
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Service Roster......... Each one should use whatever gift he/she has received 

to serve others, faithfully administering God's grace in its various forms.   1 Peter 4:10                                                                   

 

Service   Date        Communion  
 

8:30 

Schedule 
 

11:00 

                 Lector 
 

8:30 

Schedule 
 

11:00 

     Greeters 
 
8:30  and  11:00 

C July 7 David Hamilton 
Darren Trusty  

 David Hamilton Dave Rolfs Lois Hunter 
Mary Rogers  
Ushers 
 

T July 14  Nate Schulz 
Mike Fredson 

Sarah Dohring Vivien Baker Char Mann 
Mike Fredson 
Susie Paulson 

C July 21 Darren Trusty 
Dan Johnson 

 David Hamilton Carla Tranum Keith Fuller 
Kathy Fuller 
Max Archer 
Isabelle Archer  

T July 28  Nate Schulz 
Max Archer 

Linda Pardee Vivien Baker Char Mann 
Ushers 

       C August 4 Paul Janssen 
Dan Johnson 

 Cheryl Janssen Dave Rolfs Lois Hunter 
Mary Rogers  
Ushers 

T August 11  Nate Schulz 
Mike Fredson 

Kim Shonkwiler Vivien Baker Char Mann 
Mike Fredson 
Susie Paulson 

NC August 18 Outdoor Service 
10:30 am          

Kneeland Park 

 Cheryl Sexton  Everyone 

T August 25   Nate Schulz 
Dan Kolman 

Linda Pardee Carla Tranum Char  Mann 
Ushers 

       

MUSICIANS          Ascension Director: Debbie Robinson;  Keyboard: Alice Johansson & Sarah Parker   

ALTAR GUILD    July:  Janice McMann & Isabelle Archer;  August:  Julie Kolman & Cheryl Sexton 

FLOWER              July:  7 - P. Moore;  14 - B. & K. Smith;  21 - Open;  28 - Greens/Sniders; 

                August:  4 - P. Moore;  11 - Tranums;  18 - K. Shonkwiler; 25 - Open 

USHERS             July:  Team 2: Paul Johansson, Captain  -  August:  Team 1: Bob Rogers, Captain    
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 06  -  Community Dinner at Lifeline Hall - 5:30 pm  (Wed. am Bible Study) 
     
 07 -   Food Bank Collection - Items for Backpacks/Individual servings 
  
 08 -   Elders Meeting 6:00 pm 
 
 10  -  School Board Meeting at 6:15 pm  
 
 13 -   Men’s Breakfast at 8:00 am 
  
  18 -  Governance Board at 5:30 pm 
    
    
   
   Final Budget & Preparation for 2020 
 
 03 -  Dinner at Lifeline Hall (Lydia Ruth) 
 
 04 -  Food Bank Items for Backpacks/Individuals 
 
 10  - Men’s Breakfast at 8:00 am 
 
 11 -  BTSJ All Servants Meeting at noon 
 
   12-15 -  Back To School Jamboree from 5:00-8:00 pm 
 
 18 -  Outdoor Service 10:30 am & Church Picnic afterward at Kneeland Park  
  
 22  - Governance Board Meeting at 5:30 pm 

 

July - August Events and Meetings 

 

Property Management 
April church clean up went well. Thank you to all who gave of their time to work so hard 

on that rainy Saturday. 
The “Fix it List” is now available for viewing on the http://bit.ly/GB-Share. 
We now have contact information for two separate snow removal services for the next 

winter storm. 
We are inquiring with a forestry expert regarding the trees on the property that may have 

suffered damage during the winter snowfall or those that may be in danger of falling. 

 
Scholarship: 

Sarah Dohring, was awarded the Zier Scholarship of over $8,000 for her senior year at 
PLU. Congrats Sarah. 
 

The full Governance board meeting minutes can be found on  http://bit.ly/GB-Share 

Governance Board Update ………… 
April 25, 2019 
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Christian Education 

Sunday Morning from 10:00-10:45 am in the Martin Luther Room:   
 

“Spirituality of the Cross”, a book study by Gene Veith, Jr.  This book explains a Christian tradition that is rich, historic, 
and particularly relevant today. In a time when Christianity has become confused with moralism, politics, and what     
Martin Luther called the spirituality of glory, the Spirituality of the Cross comes as a liberating, paradigm-shifting        
alternative.  Join in on our discussions. 
 

 

Wednesday Bible Study meets Wednesdays in the Martin Luther room at 10:00-11:30 am.   
Our current study is Lutheranism 101.This class will discuss the basic foundation of the Lutheran faith. All are invited to 
learn for the first time or to refresh your knowledge. Join us for this study. 
 

 

Men’s Breakfast Bible Study meets on the 2nd Saturday of the month (July 13, August 10) from 8:00-9:00 am  
All men are invited to join us for a delicious breakfast and Bible study in the Fellowship Hall.  It’s a great opportunity to 
grow in our faith together as we share food, fellowship, and the action of God in our lives together. 
 

 Prayer Families  
 

7/7 Darren, Cathy & Dallas Trusty; Carol Tuttle 

7/14 Ed & Maggie Whitney; Eunice Williamson; Donna Wolden; Gary & Donna Wolden 

7/21 Max & Isabelle Archer, Pastor Bill & Vivien Baker, Bess Ballard 

7/28 Geary Barber, Ron & Ilene Berg, Walt & Debra Bezona  

8/4 Al & Chris Brotche, David Brotche, Madeline Brown, Phyllis Canaday, Ella Clark 

8/11 Kevin & Kathe Cronquist, Bill & Yoshiko Crowell; Don & Gigi Cuzick; Ruth Davis 

8/18 Harold, Margarete, Sarah, Joshua, Matthew & Luke Dohring 

8/25 Carter, Barb & Meskerem Ellis; Jim, Susan, Corey & John Fletcher  
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     Collection for our Food Bank Mission for The Saints’ Pantry this month is    
scheduled for Sundays, July 7th and August 4th.  The theme for both of these 
months will be Items for the Backpack Program (individual servings).     
   

 

The Governance Board  
Striving to keep congregation informed 

 

        The Governance Board is trying to use        

     the newsletter to keep everyone informed of what items we       
    address at our meetings. One of our responsibilities is when a member of      
   the congregation brings  matter to a board member, it is that member’s duty to have    
   that concern on the agenda of the next meeting. Did you notice the Mt. Olive Financial     
    report in the June newsletter? That was a concern several members brought to two board members                            
 and at the May meeting; it was decided to publish this report in the monthly newsletter. We will also be 
 seeing a new shed that was requested by Dan Kolman to make it easier for the people who do the yard   
 mowing. We certainly thank those of you who volunteer for the mowing, watering and taking care of the 
flowers.  While I am thanking people ,I would like to thank Keith Fuller for the work he did on getting several    
of our property lots re-assessed, which will result in our property taxes being reduced. 

 Each year we see that a Financial Review is done by two members of the congregation. This review can 

come back with recommendations for improvement, the Board then addresses these concerns. Each month there 
is a section of our Governing Policies that is reviewed to be sure we are complying to them, or if changes need to 
be made. 

 There are still many items on our Fix It List that need to be done. Just ask a board member about   

        what is on the list if you have time to work on these items.  We are trying to get as many                    
   done by volunteers as we can.  Thank all of you for your service to Our Lord.                                                                                                                                                 

           Phyllis Canaday 
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People We Remember in Prayer 

Mt. Olive Family with long-term 
illnesses:   
• Gunar Tranum 

• Carter Ellis    
 

Mt. Olive Family with other 
health issues:  

• Bess Ballard 
• Myrt Hawthorne 
• Fern Gay 
• Lola Norton 
• Wanda Settle-Nordby 
• Ella Clark 
• Linda Pardee 
• Nadene Schad 
 

Friends recovering from surgery: 

• Maggie Laffey 
 

Friends with cancer:    

• Melissa Garmong 

• Tim Norman 

• Barbara Kelly 

Friends with other health issues:  

• JoJo (Heidi Saupe’s great nephew) 
• Margaret (Dale Johnson’s cousin) 
• Stan (Tranums’ friend) 
 

Mt. Olive Congregation: 

• Guidance for leadership 

• Elders 
 

Mt. Olive Community: 

• Campus Life Ministry in  
       Mason County Schools 
• Mt. Olive Tutoring Program  
 

Protection for our Law Enforcement, 
Firefighters & Military: 

• ALL the men and women  
       serving around the world 
 

Mt. Olive DC/PS Mission: 

• Administrators, teachers, children & 
their families 
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BACK TO SCHOOL JAMBOREE 2019 
 

MIRACULOUS MISSION - JESUS SAVES THE WORLD 

Important Dates to Put on your Calendar: 
                    
 Sat. July 13th   Mt. Olive will be at Walmart from 9:00-4:00 
 

    Sat. July 27th   “Stuff the Bus” event sponsored by LOVE INC with Mt. Olive  
                                        at Walmart from 9:00-4:00 
 

    Mon. July 29th   Repaper town. Take old flyers down put up new. 
 

    Fri. Aug. 9th     Set up at OMS: meet at church 8:00 to move BTSJ supplies to OMS    
                                     
 Sun. Aug. 11th  Mandatory Meeting at Mt. Olive at Noon 
 

  Mon. Aug. 12th  Set up at OMS 8:00 am   
                         All staff to be at OMS by 3:00 pm  
 

    Tue.- Thurs.      All staff arrive at OMS by 4:00 pm 
 

    Thurs. Aug 15th  8:20 pm move supplies to corner of OMS Gym 
                
   BTSJ will be held August 12-15 at Olympic Middle School  

 from  5:00-8:00 pm            
  Register online at vbspro.events/p/btsj  Don’t forget to tell your neighbors. 

               
Fri. Aug. 16:  Meet at OMS gym at 9:00 am to move all BTSJ back to Mt. Olive.     

 
        

Sun. Aug. 18th at 10:30 am  
Outdoor Service at Wallace Kneeland Park         

Potluck to follow 
                 

 

One way all of us are capable of doing is PRAY, PRAY, PRAY!  Pray that God will help us all  

accomplish the tasks that need to be done. Most of all pray that the Holy Spirit through us will 

touch the souls of all who attend and build a relationship with Jesus.   

               Carla Tranum 
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Mt. Olive Lutheran Church                                                                
206 East Wyandotte Avenue 
Shelton, WA   98584 

Pastor:                                                    William Baker 

Deacon:                                           Bill Crowell 

Website:                             www.mtoliveshelton.org 

Office & Message Phone:                            360-426-6353 

Office email:                            molcshelton@comcast.net 

Daycare/Preschool:   Margarete Dohring  360-427-3165 

Daycare email:                      daycaremolc@comcast.net                                                               

Ministers:                     The People of Mt. Olive 

 

Sunday Service Schedule 
    

   Contemporary Service                       8:30 am 
   

   Christian Education                            10:00 am 
   

   Traditional Service           11:00 am 

Save with your 
Smartphone to go 
directly to our 
Webpage. 

 

MOUNT OLIVE LUTHERAN  

 


