
The Divine Service for March 26, 2023 – The Fifth Sunday in Lent 

Prelude 

Welcome 

Opening Hymn - 543 What Wondrous Love Is This 

1 What wondrous love is this, O my soul, O my soul! 
What wondrous love is this, O my soul! 
    What wondrous love is this 
    That caused the Lord of bliss 
To bear the dreadful curse for my soul, for my soul, 
To bear the dreadful curse for my soul! 

 
2 When I was sinking down, sinking down, sinking down, 

When I was sinking down, sinking down, 
    When I was sinking down 
    Beneath God’s righteous frown, 
Christ laid aside His crown for my soul, for my soul, 
Christ laid aside His crown for my soul. 

 
3 To God and to the Lamb I will sing, I will sing; 

To God and to the Lamb I will sing; 
    To God and to the Lamb, 
    Who is the great I AM, 
While millions join the theme, I will sing, I will sing, 
While millions join the theme, I will sing. 

 
4 And when from death I’m free, I’ll sing on, I’ll sing on; 

And when from death I’m free, I’ll sing on. 
    And when from death I’m free, 
    I’ll sing His love for me, 
And through eternity I’ll sing on, I’ll sing on, 
And through eternity I’ll sing on. 

Text: A General Selection of . . . Hymns and Spiritual Songs, 1811, Lynchburg, alt. 
Text: Public domain 

 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 
  

P If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand? 

C But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared. 
  

P Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer and praise, and receive the body and blood of 
our Lord Jesus Christ in the fellowship of this altar, let us first consider our unworthiness and confess before God 
and one another that we have sinned in thought, word, and deed, and that we cannot free ourselves from our 
sinful condition. Together as His people let us take refuge in the infinite mercy of God, our heavenly Father, 
seeking His grace for the sake of Christ, and saying: God, be merciful to me, a sinner. 

 

C Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us to everlasting life. Amen. 
 



P In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for His sake God forgives us all our sins. To 
those who believe in Jesus Christ He gives the power to become the children of God and bestows on them the 
Holy Spirit. May the Lord, who has begun this good work in us, bring it to completion in the day of our Lord Jesus 
Christ. 

C Amen. 
 

Introit Psalm 116:1–4, 8; antiphon: v. 15 

P Precious in the sight of the LORD 

C is the death of his saints. 

P I love the LORD, because he has heard 

C my voice and my pleas for mercy. 

P Because he inclined his ear to me, 

C therefore I will call on him as long as I live. 

P The snares of death encompassed me; the pangs of Sheol laid hold on me; 

C I suffered distress and anguish. 

P Then I called on the name of the LORD: 

C “O LORD, I pray, deliver my soul!” 

P For you have delivered my soul from death, 

C my eyes from tears, my feet from stumbling. 

P Glory be to the Father and to the Son 

C and to the Holy Spirit; 

P as it was in the beginning, 

C is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

P Precious in the sight of the LORD 

C is the death of his saints. 

 
Kyrie LSB 204 

A In peace let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy; Christ, have mercy; Lord, have mercy. 

A For the gift of divine peace and of pardon, with all our heart and with all our mind, let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy; Christ, have mercy; Lord, have mercy. 

A For the holy Christian Church, here and scattered throughout the world, and for the proclamation of the Gospel 
and the calling of all to faith, let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy; Christ, have mercy; Lord, have mercy. 

A For this nation, for our cities and communities, and for the common welfare of us all, let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy; Christ, have mercy; Lord, have mercy. 

A For seasonable weather and for the fruitfulness of the earth, let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy; Christ, have mercy; Lord, have mercy. 

A For those who labor, those whose work is difficult or dangerous, and for all who travel, let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy; Christ, have mercy; Lord, have mercy. 

A For all those in need, for the hungry and homeless, for the widowed and orphaned, and for all those in prison, let 
us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy; Christ, have mercy; Lord, have mercy. 

A For the sick and dying and for all those who care for them, let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy; Christ, have mercy; Lord, have mercy. 

A For these and for all our needs of body and soul, let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy; Christ, have mercy; Lord, have mercy. 

A Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy; Christ, have mercy; Lord, have mercy. 
 



Salutation and Collect of the Day 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 
  

P Let us pray. 
Almighty God, by Your great goodness mercifully look upon Your people that we may be governed and preserved 
evermore in body and soul; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

  

C Amen. 
 

Sit 
 

Old Testament Reading Ezekiel 37:1–14 

 1The hand of the LORD was upon me, and he brought me out in the Spirit of the LORD and set me down in the middle 
of the valley; it was full of bones. 2And he led me around among them, and behold, there were very many on the 
surface of the valley, and behold, they were very dry. 3And he said to me, “Son of man, can these bones live?” And I 
answered, “O Lord GOD, you know.” 4Then he said to me, “Prophesy over these bones, and say to them, O dry bones, 
hear the word of the LORD. 5Thus says the Lord GOD to these bones: Behold, I will cause breath to enter you, and you 
shall live. 6And I will lay sinews upon you, and will cause flesh to come upon you, and cover you with skin, and put 
breath in you, and you shall live, and you shall know that I am the LORD.” 
 7So I prophesied as I was commanded. And as I prophesied, there was a sound, and behold, a rattling, and the bones 
came together, bone to its bone. 8And I looked, and behold, there were sinews on them, and flesh had come upon 
them, and skin had covered them. But there was no breath in them. 9Then he said to me, “Prophesy to the breath; 
prophesy, son of man, and say to the breath, Thus says the Lord GOD: Come from the four winds, O breath, and 
breathe on these slain, that they may live.” 10So I prophesied as he commanded me, and the breath came into them, 
and they lived and stood on their feet, an exceedingly great army. 
 11Then he said to me, “Son of man, these bones are the whole house of Israel. Behold, they say, ‘Our bones are dried 
up, and our hope is lost; we are clean cut off.’ 12Therefore prophesy, and say to them, Thus says the Lord GOD: Behold, 
I will open your graves and raise you from your graves, O my people. And I will bring you into the land of Israel. 13And 
you shall know that I am the LORD, when I open your graves, and raise you from your graves, O my people. 14And I will 
put my Spirit within you, and you shall live, and I will place you in your own land. Then you shall know that I am the 
LORD; I have spoken, and I will do it, declares the LORD.” 
  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Psalm Psalm 130; antiphon: v. 7 
1Out of the depths I cry to you, O LORD! 2O Lord, hear my voice! Let your ears be attentive to the voice of my pleas for 
mercy! 3If you, O LORD, should mark iniquities, O Lord, who could stand? 4But with you there is forgiveness, that you 
may be feared. 5I wait for the LORD, my soul waits, and in his word I hope; 6my soul waits for the Lord more than 
watchmen for the morning, more than watchmen for the morning. 7O Israel, hope in the LORD! For with the LORD there 
is steadfast love, and with him is plentiful redemption. 8And he will redeem Israel from all his iniquities. 

 
Epistle Romans 8:1–11 

 1There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus. 2For the law of the Spirit of life has set 
you free in Christ Jesus from the law of sin and death. 3For God has done what the law, weakened by the flesh, could 
not do. By sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh and for sin, he condemned sin in the flesh, 4in order that 
the righteous requirement of the law might be fulfilled in us, who walk not according to the flesh but according to the 
Spirit. 5For those who live according to the flesh set their minds on the things of the flesh, but those who live 
according to the Spirit set their minds on the things of the Spirit. 6To set the mind on the flesh is death, but to set the 



mind on the Spirit is life and peace. 7For the mind that is set on the flesh is hostile to God, for it does not submit to 
God’s law; indeed, it cannot. 8Those who are in the flesh cannot please God. 
 9You, however, are not in the flesh but in the Spirit, if in fact the Spirit of God dwells in you. Anyone who does not 
have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to him. 10But if Christ is in you, although the body is dead because of sin, the 
Spirit is life because of righteousness. 11If the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, he who raised 
Christ Jesus from the dead will also give life to your mortal bodies through his Spirit who dwells in you. 
  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Stand 
 

Alleluia and Verse 

 

P These things are written that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God. 

C Oh Give Thanks to the Lord 
 

Holy Gospel John 11:1–45 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the eleventh chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 
  
 1Now a certain man was ill, Lazarus of Bethany, the village of Mary and her sister Martha. 2It was Mary who anointed 
the Lord with ointment and wiped his feet with her hair, whose brother Lazarus was ill. 3So the sisters sent to him, 
saying, “Lord, he whom you love is ill.” 4But when Jesus heard it he said, “This illness does not lead to death. It is for 
the glory of God, so that the Son of God may be glorified through it.” 
 5Now Jesus loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus. 6So, when he heard that Lazarus was ill, he stayed two days 
longer in the place where he was. 7Then after this he said to the disciples, “Let us go to Judea again.” 8The disciples 
said to him, “Rabbi, the Jews were just now seeking to stone you, and are you going there again?” 9Jesus answered, 
“Are there not twelve hours in the day? If anyone walks in the day, he does not stumble, because he sees the light of 
this world. 10But if anyone walks in the night, he stumbles, because the light is not in him.” 11After saying these things, 
he said to them, “Our friend Lazarus has fallen asleep, but I go to awaken him.” 12The disciples said to him, “Lord, if he 
has fallen asleep, he will recover.” 13Now Jesus had spoken of his death, but they thought that he meant taking rest in 
sleep. 14Then Jesus told them plainly, “Lazarus has died, 15and for your sake I am glad that I was not there, so that you 
may believe. But let us go to him.” 16So Thomas, called the Twin, said to his fellow disciples, “Let us also go, that we 
may die with him.” 
 17Now when Jesus came, he found that Lazarus had already been in the tomb four days. 18Bethany was near 
Jerusalem, about two miles off, 19and many of the Jews had come to Martha and Mary to console them concerning 
their brother. 20So when Martha heard that Jesus was coming, she went and met him, but Mary remained seated in 
the house. 21Martha said to Jesus, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have died. 22But even now I 
know that whatever you ask from God, God will give you.” 23Jesus said to her, “Your brother will rise again.” 24Martha 
said to him, “I know that he will rise again in the resurrection on the last day.” 25Jesus said to her, “I am the 
resurrection and the life. Whoever believes in me, though he die, yet shall he live, 26and everyone who lives and 
believes in me shall never die. Do you believe this?” 27She said to him, “Yes, Lord; I believe that you are the Christ, the 
Son of God, who is coming into the world.” 
 28When she had said this, she went and called her sister Mary, saying in private, “The Teacher is here and is calling 
for you.” 29And when she heard it, she rose quickly and went to him. 30Now Jesus had not yet come into the village, 
but was still in the place where Martha had met him. 31When the Jews who were with her in the house, consoling her, 
saw Mary rise quickly and go out, they followed her, supposing that she was going to the tomb to weep there. 32Now 
when Mary came to where Jesus was and saw him, she fell at his feet, saying to him, “Lord, if you had been here, my 
brother would not have died.” 33When Jesus saw her weeping, and the Jews who had come with her also weeping, he 
was deeply moved in his spirit and greatly troubled. 34And he said, “Where have you laid him?” They said to him, 



“Lord, come and see.” 35Jesus wept. 36So the Jews said, “See how he loved him!” 37But some of them said, “Could not 
he who opened the eyes of the blind man also have kept this man from dying?” 
 38Then Jesus, deeply moved again, came to the tomb. It was a cave, and a stone lay against it. 39Jesus said, “Take 
away the stone.” Martha, the sister of the dead man, said to him, “Lord, by this time there will be an odor, for he has 
been dead four days.” 40Jesus said to her, “Did I not tell you that if you believed you would see the glory of God?” 41So 
they took away the stone. And Jesus lifted up his eyes and said, “Father, I thank you that you have heard me. 42I knew 
that you always hear me, but I said this on account of the people standing around, that they may believe that you sent 
me.” 43When he had said these things, he cried out with a loud voice, “Lazarus, come out.” 44The man who had died 
came out, his hands and feet bound with linen strips, and his face wrapped with a cloth. Jesus said to them, “Unbind 
him, and let him go.” 
 45Many of the Jews therefore, who had come with Mary and had seen what he did, believed in him. 
  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

575 My Hope Is Built on Nothing Less 

1 My hope is built on nothing less 
Than Jesus’ blood and righteousness; 
No merit of my own I claim 
But wholly lean on Jesus’ name. Refrain 

 
ref On Christ, the solid rock, I stand; 

All other ground is sinking sand. 
 
2 When darkness veils His lovely face, 

I rest on His unchanging grace; 
In ev’ry high and stormy gale 
My anchor holds within the veil. Refrain 

 
3 His oath, His covenant and blood 

Support me in the raging flood; 
When ev’ry earthly prop gives way, 
He then is all my hope and stay. Refrain 

 
4 When He shall come with trumpet sound, 

Oh, may I then in Him be found, 
Clothed in His righteousness alone, 
Redeemed to stand before His throne! Refrain 

Text: Edward Mote, 1797–1874, alt. 
Text: Public domain 
 

Sermon  “The Resurrection and the Life” 

 
The Third Article - Sanctification 

P I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the 
resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.   What does this mean? 

C I believe that I cannot by my own reason or strength believe in Jesus Christ, my Lord, or come to Him; but the 
Holy Spirit has called me by the Gospel, enlightened me with His gifts, sanctified and kept me in the true faith. 
  
In the same way He calls, gathers, enlightens, and sanctifies the whole Christian Church on earth, and keeps it with 
Jesus Christ in the one true faith. 
  



In this Christian Church He daily and richly forgives all my sins and the sins of all believers. 
  
On the Last Day He will raise me and all the dead, and give eternal life to me and all believers in Christ. 
  
This is most certainly true. 
 

Prayer of the Church 

L O Lord, 

C have mercy. 

L O Christ, 

C have mercy. 

L O Lord, 

C have mercy. 

L O Christ, 

C hear us. 

L God the Father in heaven, 

C have mercy. 

L God the Son, Redeemer of the world, 

C have mercy. 

L God the Holy Spirit, 

C have mercy. 

L Be gracious to us. 

C Spare us, good Lord. 

L Be gracious to us. 

C Help us, good Lord. 
  

L From all sin, from all error, from all evil; 
From the crafts and assaults of the devil; from sudden and evil death; 
From pestilence and famine; from war and bloodshed; from sedition and from rebellion; 
From lightning and tempest; from all calamity by fire and water; and from everlasting death: 

C Good Lord, deliver us. 

L By the mystery of Your holy incarnation; by Your holy nativity; 
By Your baptism, fasting, and temptation; by Your agony and bloody sweat; by Your cross and passion; by Your 
precious death and burial; 
By Your glorious resurrection and ascension; and by the coming of the Holy Spirit, the Comforter: 

C Help us, good Lord. 

L In all time of our tribulation; in all time of our prosperity; in the hour of death; and in the day of judgment: 

C Help us, good Lord. 

L We poor sinners implore You 

C to hear us, O Lord. 

L To rule and govern Your holy Christian Church; to preserve all pastors and ministers of Your Church in the true 
knowledge and understanding of Your wholesome Word and to sustain them in holy living; 
To put an end to all schisms and causes of offense; to bring into the way of truth all who have erred and are 
deceived; 
To beat down Satan under our feet; to send faithful laborers into Your harvest; and to accompany Your Word with 
Your grace and Spirit: 

C We implore You to hear us, good Lord. 

L To raise those who fall and to strengthen those who stand; and to comfort and help the weakhearted and the 
distressed: 

C We implore You to hear us, good Lord. 

L To give to all peoples concord and peace; to preserve our land from discord and strife; to give our country Your 
protection in every time of need; 



To direct and defend our [president/queen/king] and all in authority; to bless and protect our magistrates and all 
our people; 
To watch over and help all who are in danger, necessity, and tribulation; to protect and guide all who travel; 
To grant all women with child, and all mothers with infant children, increasing happiness in their blessings; to 
defend all orphans and widows and provide for them; 
To strengthen and keep all sick persons and young children; to free those in bondage; and to have mercy on us all: 

C We implore You to hear us, good Lord. 

L To forgive our enemies, persecutors, and slanderers and to turn their hearts; to give and preserve for our use the 
kindly fruits of the earth; and graciously to hear our prayers: 

C We implore You to hear us, good Lord. 

L Lord Jesus Christ, Son of God, 

C we implore You to hear us. 
  

L Christ, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world, 

C have mercy. 

L Christ, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world, 

C have mercy. 

L Christ, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world, 

C grant us Your peace. 
  

L O Christ, 

C hear us. 

L O Lord, 

C have mercy. 

L O Christ, 

C have mercy. 

L O Lord, 

C have mercy. Amen. 
 

Preface LSB 208 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 
  

P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord. 
  

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
  

P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to You, O Lord, holy 
Father, almighty and everlasting God, for the countless blessings You so freely bestow on us and all creation. 
Above all, we give thanks for Your boundless love shown to us when You sent Your only-begotten Son, Jesus 
Christ, into our flesh and laid on Him our sin, giving Him into death that we might not die eternally. Because He is 
now risen from the dead and lives and reigns to all eternity, all who believe in Him will overcome sin and death 
and will rise again to new life. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud 
and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying: 

 
Sanctus LSB 178 

C Holy, holy, holy Lord, Lord God of pow’r and might: 
Heav’n and earth are full of Your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 



Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 

 
Prayer of Thanksgiving 

P Blessed are You, O Lord our God, king of all creation, for You have had mercy on us and given Your only-begotten 
Son that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have eternal life. 
  
At Your command, Abraham prepared to offer his son Isaac as a sacrifice on the mountain; yet, in mercy You 
provided a ram as a substitute. We give You thanks that on Calvary You spared not Your only Son but sent Him to 
offer His life as a ransom for many. 
  
As we eat and drink His body and blood, grant us, like Abraham our father, to trust in Your promise now fulfilled in 
Christ, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world. 
  
Hear us as we pray in His name and as He has taught us: 

 
Lord’s Prayer 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 
     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth 
          as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses 
          as we forgive those 
          who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom 
     and the power and the glory 
     forever and ever. Amen. 

 
The Words of Our Lord 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke it 

and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance 
of Me.” 
  
In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: 

“Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My T blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of 
sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 
Pax Domini 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C Amen. 
 

Distribution 

 
Take, eat; this is the true body of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, given into death for your sins. 
Amen. 
  
Take, drink; this is the true blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, shed for the forgiveness of your sins. 



Amen. 
 

Dismissal 

 

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in body and soul to life everlasting. 

Depart T in peace. 

C Amen. 
 
 

643 Sent Forth by God’s Blessing 

1 Sent forth by God’s blessing, 
    Our true faith confessing, 
The people of God from His dwelling take leave. 
    The Supper is ended. 
    O now be extended 
The fruits of this service in all who believe. 
    The seed of His teaching, 
    Receptive souls reaching, 
Shall blossom in action for God and for all. 
    His grace did invite us, 
    His love shall unite us 
To work for God’s kingdom and answer His call. 

 
2 With praise and thanksgiving 

    To God ever-living, 
The tasks of our ev’ryday life we will face. 
    Our faith ever sharing, 
    In love ever caring, 
Embracing His children of each tribe and race. 
    With Your feast You feed us, 
    With Your light now lead us; 
Unite us as one in this life that we share. 
    Then may all the living 
    With praise and thanksgiving 
Give honor to Christ and His name that we bear. 

Text: Omer E. Westendorf, 1916–97, alt. 
Text: © 1964 World Library Publications. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005445 
 

Post-Communion Collect 

A Let us pray. 
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary gift, and we implore You 
that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one 
another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Benedicamus LSB 212 

A Let us bless the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 



Benediction 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 
 

924 Lord, Dismiss Us with Your Blessing 

1 Lord, dismiss us with Your blessing, 
    Fill our hearts with joy and peace; 
Let us each, Your love possessing, 
    Triumph in redeeming grace. 
O refresh us; O refresh us, 
Trav’ling through this wilderness. 

 
2 Thanks we give and adoration 

    For Your Gospel’s joyful sound. 
May the fruits of Your salvation 
    In our hearts and lives abound. 
Ever faithful, ever faithful 
To Your truth may we be found. 

 
3 Savior, when Your love shall call us 

    From our struggling pilgrim way, 
Let not fear of death appall us, 
    Glad Your summons to obey. 
May we ever, may we ever 
Reign with You in endless day. 

Text (sts. 1–2): attr. John Fawcett, 1740–1817, alt.; (st. 3): Godfrey Thring, 1823–1903, alt. 
Text: Public domain 
 

Announcements 

Postlude 
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